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Jurisdiction in personam and jurisdiction in rem! are related to jurisdiction of transitory actions and jurisdiction of local actions, 
since a court has jurisdiction over a transitory action when it has jurisdiction in personam over the defendant.” Transitory actions 


are personal in nature and jurisdiction is usually proper in any county where a material defendant can be found.’ The nature of 
a cause of action as transitory or local depends on whether it seeks a decision operating in personam or a decision operating 


in rem.“ 


In order to determine if an action is transitory or local, the court must look to statutory and common law; a particular cause of 


action created by a statute can be made local if the statutory provisions limit actions for enforcement to a particular court.” 


Observation: 


For jurisdictional purposes, there is a fundamental difference between criminal causes of action and personal injury causes of action; 


namely, personal injury claims are transitory in nature, while crimes are inherently local.° 
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A state cannot create a transitory cause of action and at the same time destroy the right to sue on that transitory cause of action 
in any court having jurisdiction; rather, jurisdiction is determined by the law of the court's creation and cannot be defeated by 


the extraterritorial operation of a state statute, even though it created the right of action.’ 


CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
Cases: 


The general rule, insofar as subject matter jurisdiction is concerned, is that when a suit is based upon a contract, the action 
is transitory and may be determined by any court which can obtain jurisdiction on the person without regard to its place of 
execution or performance. Woodie v. Whitesell, 2019 WY 115, 451 P.3d 1152 (Wyo. 2019). 
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